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How to prepare an agarose gel by microwave oven

1. Choose a flask that is 3-5 timer the volume of the solution, add buffer solution, sprinkle in
agarose and swirl gently.

2. Weight the flask and solution before heating, cover the flask with plastic wrap, and pierce a small
hole in the wrap for ventilation.

3. Heat the flask in the microwave oven on medium power for 1.5-2 minutes.
Remove the flask from the microwave oven. Gently swirl the flask to re-suspend any settled powder
and gel pieces.

5. Reheat the flask on high power until the solution comes to a boil. Hold at boiling point for 2-2.5
Minutes until all of the particles are dissolved.

6. Remove the flask from the microwave oven, add sufficient hot distilled water to obtain the initial
weight, and mix thoroughly.

Warning  Electrophoresis using gels not properly prepared (i.e., not fully dissolved) is likely to result
in poor quality of resolution and undesirable picture images.
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